THE  ROMAN   EMPIRE
by very bad historians; but we know that, starting in 235, it lasted
for nearly half a century, and that the Empire emerged from it
transformed. The frontier forces defending the Empire against
the barbarians fought among themselves, each of them trying to
make its own general emperor; lor a time there were actually
several emperors at once. The barbarians look advantage of this
to force their way into the Empire. Warlike peoples the Franks,
the Saxons, and the Alamanni, whose names now make their ap-
pearance in history - invaded Gaul, ravaged the country-side,
destroyed the towns, and massacred the inhabitants.
The Empire was saved by the generals of the Annies of the
Danube, old soldiers who had risen from the ranks to become
emperors, rough, unlettered men, living simple, active, and
vigorous lives. They repelled the invaders and restored the
Imperial authority, while changing the system of government.
The emperor ceased to be a Roman magistral e and became an
hereditary monarch on the model of the ancient kings of the East,
surrounded by a numerous court and venerated with a ceremonial
symbolic of servile submission, everything which touched his
person being regarded as sacred, He governed by means of a
permanent staff of officials organized in a hierarchy, and bearing
tides of honour which varied according to rank, such as illuxtris*
simus, clarissimus, etc.
The provincial governors no longer had any troops under their
command and were now no more than civil officials, whose task
it was to carry on the administration and dispense justice, The
emperor stationed military commanders on the frontiers with the
tide of dux, or leader; while he sent men from his own entourage
to supervise the administration of the cities, with the title of
comes, or companion, which was also conferred upon high officials.
This is the origin of the tides of duke and count (the French
cmUt) which have been handed down through the last fifteen
centuries.
The old provinces had been seen to be too large for a single
governor and were now split up, At the end of the fourth century
there were seventeen of them in Gaul, containing in all a hundred
and fifteen cwtotes, Gallia Lugudunensis, for instance, being sub-
divided into four new provinces, referred to by numbers. But
the towns which were the capitals of these civitates had decreased
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